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his village at the expense of ten fellow-villagers. Thus
spinning and weaving mills have deprived the villagers
of a substantial means of livelihood. It is no answer in
reply to say that they turn out cheaper, better cloth, if
they do so at all. For, if they have displaced thousands
of workers, the cheapest mill cloth is dearer than the
dearest Khadi woven in the villages. Coal is not dear
for the coal miner who can use it there and then, nor
is Khadi dear for the villager who manufactures his
own Khadi. But if the cloth manufactured in mills dis-
places village hands, rice mills and flour-mills not only
displace thousands of poor women workers, but damage
the health of the whole population in the bargain.
Where people have no objection to taking flesh diet
and can afford it, white flour and polished rice may do
no harm, but in India, where millions can get no flesh
diet even where they have no objection to eating it if
they can get it, it is sinful to deprive them of nutritious
and vital elements contained in whole wheatmeal and
unpolished rice. It is time medical men and others
combined to instruct the people on the danger attend-
ant upon the use of white flour and polished rice.
I   have   drawn   attention   to some   broad, glaring
facts to show that the way to take work to the villagers
is not through mechanization, but that it lies through
revival of the v industries they have hitherto followed.
Harijan, 16-ll-'34
The' idea behind the village industries scheme is
that we should look to the villages for the supply of
our daily needs and that, when we find that some
needs are not so supplied, we should see whether with
a little trouble and organization they cannot be pro-
fitably supplied by the villagers. In estimating the profit,

